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WHAX^ IS CLAIMED IS: 

A camera control system for selecting at least one 
'a, plurality of controllable cameras connected to a 
networ^k, and performing video display and camera control, 
the sysuem comprising: 

map\lisplay means; 

inputXmeans for designating one point on a map 
displayed by ^aid map display means; 

camera selection means for selecting an optimal 
camera capable or^ monitoring the point designated by said 
input means; and 

camera control means for controlling the camera 
selected by said camera selection means. 

2. The system accordYng to claim 1, further comprising: 
storage means for stoVing information which determines 

a camera and a camera parameter in advance for each object 
displayed on the map, and 

wherein said camera sel^tion means selects a camera 
on the basis of the informatic^ stored in said storage 
means . 

3. The system according to clai^l, further comprising: 
storage means for storing information which 

determines a camera and a camera parameter in advance for 
each specific region on the map, and 

wherein said camera selection mean^s selects a camera 
on the basis of the information stored :Vi said storage 
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means . 

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein said camera 
selection means comprise^ determination means for 
determining whether a cairfera as a selection candidate is 
being controlled by anotner user, and selects another 

the selection candidate is 
ed by another user, 
g to claim 1, wherein when a point 
ion on the map is designated by 
said input means, said camera selection means does not 
select any camera. 
6. The system accordinlg to claim 1, wherein said camera 
selection means comprises calculation means for 
calculating distances between the point input by said input 

f cameras, and selects based on 
id calculation means the nearest 
an image of the designated point 
g to claim 1, further comprising: 



camera when the camera a 
determined to be control 
5. The system accordir 
other than a specific re 



means and the plurality <5 
a calculation result of s^ 
camera capable of sensing 
7. The system accordir 



image sensing ranges of 

determination meanjs 
information held by said 
currently sensing an imag 
input means exists, and 
wherein said select 



holding means for holding information about current 



the plurality of cameras; and 
for determining based on the 
holding means whether a camera 
2 of the point designated by said 

on means selects the camera which 



is determined by said determination means to be currently 
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sensing the image of the /designated point. 

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein 

said camera selectiY>n means can select a plurality 
of cameras capable of sen<5ing an image of one point input 
by said input means, and 

said camera control 
cameras to the point inpul: 

9. The system according 
setting means for se' 

and a camera parameter in 
designated on the map; anc 

storage means for storing information about the 
camera and the camera parameter that are set by said setting 



paeans controls the plurality of 

by said input means, 
to claim 1, further comprising: 
ting a camera to be controlled 
accordance with the point 



means . 

. A camera control meth 
a plurality of controllable 



iod of selecting at least one of 
cameras connected to a network, 
and performing video display and camera driving, the method 
comprising : 

the display step of 
the designation step 
map displayed -in the disp..^ 



displaying a map on a display; 
of designating one point on the 
ay step; 



the camera selection step of selecting an optimal 
camera capable of monitori|ng the point designated in the 
designation step; and 

the driving step of ^riving the camera selected in 
the camera selection step. 
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The method accordin 



the storage step o 
determines a camera and 



1 



to claim 10, further comprising : 
: storing information which 
camera parameter in advance for 



the storage step 



each object displayed ory the map, and 

wherein the camer^ selection step comprises 
selecting a camera on th^ basis of the information stored 
in the storage step. 

12 . The method accordirjg to claim 10 , further comprising : 

f storing information which 
10 determines a camera and k camera parameter in advance for 
each specific region on the map, and 

wherein the camera selection step comprises 
selecting a camera on thq basis of the information stored 
in the storage step. 
15 13. The method according to claim 10, wherein the camera 
selection step comprises Ithe determination step of 
determining whether a camera as a selection candidate is 
being controlled by anothek user, and comprises selecting 
another camera when the caipera as the selection candidate 
20 is determined to be controlled by another user. 

to claim 10, wherein the camera 
en a point other than a specific 
region on the map is designated in the designation step, 
not selecting any camera, 
25 15. The method according lio claim 10, wherein the camera 
selection step comprises tne calculation step of 



is determined to be centre 
14. The method according 
selection step comprises, w 
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calculating distances between one point designated in the 
designation step and the plurality of cameras, and 
comprises selecting based on a calculation result in the 
calculation step the neaAest camera capable of sensing an 

point . 

16. The method accordinq to claim 10, further comprising: 
the holding step of Yielding information about current 

image sensing ranges of the plurality of cameras; and 

the determination fetep of determining based on the 



5 image of the designated 



10 information held in the 



designation step exists. 



lolding step whether a camera 



currently sensing an image of the point designated in the 



and 



where 



in selection ;> 



tep comprises selecting the 



camera which is determined 
currently sensing image o 
17. The method accordir 



point designated in the d 



in the determination step to be 
f the designated point, 
g to claim 10, wherein 
the camera selectidn step comprises selecting a 
plurality of cameras capable of sensing an image of the 

signation step, and 
the driving step comdrises controlling the plurality 
of cameras to the point input in the designation step. 
18 . The method according no claim 10, further comprising : 
the setting step of setting a camera to be driven and 
a camera parameter in accordance with the point designated 
on the map; and 

the storage step of storing information about the 
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camera and the camera param 



Bter that are set in the setting 



step . 

l/^, A St03 



rage medium storing a control program of 



selecting at least one of 



a plurality of controllable 



cameras connected to a network, and performing video 
display and camera drivinc , wherein 



comprises : 

y step of displaying a map on a 



point on the map displayec 
a code of the camera 



the control program 
a code of the displa 
display; 

10 a code of the designjation step of designating one 

in the display step; 
selection step of selecting an 
optimal camera capable of monitoring the point designated 
in the designation step; and 
15 a code of the drivinb step of driving the camera 

selected in the camera selection step 

to claim 19, wherein 
ra selection step comprises 
ras capable of sensing an image 
20 of the point designated inj the designation step; and 

the code of the driving step comprises controlling 
the plurality of cameras tp the one point input in the 
designation step. 
, 21. The medium according t^o claim 19, wherein the control 
25 program further comprises 

a code of the setting itep of setting a camera to be 



20. The medium according 
the code of the came 
selecting a plurality of ca 
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driven and a camera paran^ter in accordance with the point 
designated on the map; 4nd 

a code of the sto^rage step of storing information 
about the camera and the camera parameter that are set in 
the setting step. 
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